IN THE CLAIMS: 



A complete listing of the claims is set forth below. Please amend the claims as 
follows: 

1. (Currently Anfiended) An electronic commerce system for facilitating an 
electronic commerce transaction, the electronic commerce system A g l obal cont e nt 
dir e ctory for a distr i but e d p l ura l ity of s elle r datab a s e s, e ach s elle r databas e b ei ng 
assoc i at e d w i th a corr e spond i ng s el l e r and d i st i nct from oth e r s elle r databas e s i n th e 
d i str i but e d p l ura li ty of s e l le r databas e s, th e g l oba l cont e nt dir e ctory comprising: 

a global content directory for providing a plurality of buyers access to a 
distributed plurality of seller databases, each seller database associated with a 
corresponding seller and distinct from other seller databases in the distributed plurality 
of seller databases, the global content directory comprising: 

a directory structure comprising a plurality of product classes organized m 
a h ie rarchy, using a hierarchical, object-oriented classification system, each product 
class categorizing a plurality of products and defining one or more attributes of the 
products categorized in the product class; 

one or more pointers associated with each product class in the plurality of 
product classes, each pointer identifying the seller database in the distributed plurality of 
seller databases in which product data enabling a product transaction is stored for 
products associated with the product class, the seller database identified by the pointer 
being associated with its corresponding seller and being distinct from the other seller 
databases in the distributed plurality of seller databases; and 

a search interface operable to commun i cat e , in r e spons e to a s ele ct i on of 
a product c l ass by a us e r of th e g l oba l cont e nt d i r e ctory, communicate a search query 
for product data to the one or more seller databases identified by the one or more 
pointers associated with the selected product class, each seller database bem% 
associated with its corresponding seller and distinct from the other seller databases in 
the plurality of seller databas e s, databases; 

a selection of a product class received from one of the plurality of buyers: and 
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in response to the selection of the product class received from one of the plurality 
of buyers, communicatinq a search query for product data to one or more seller 
databases identified by one or more pointers associated with the selected product class. 

2. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1, wherein the directory structure comprises a lightweight directory access protocol 
(LDAP) directory. 

3. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1 , wherein the directory structure is distributed between a plurality of computers. 

4. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1, wherein the global content directory is coupled to the seller databases using the 
Internet. 

5. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1, further comprising one or more additional directory structures, each directory 
structure comprising the same classes but organized using d i ff e r e nt h ie rarch ie s, a 
different hierarchical object-oriented classification system. 

6. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1 , wherein the search query comprises a structured query language (SQL) query. 

7. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1 , wherein the search query includes one or more attributes of the class selected by the 
ysefr one or more buyers. 

8. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system dir e ctory of Claim 
1, wherein the search query includes values for one or more desired product features 
specified by the us e r, one or more buyers. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
1, wherein the search interface is further operable to receive search results from the 
one or more seller databases each associated with its corresponding seller and distinct 
from the other seller databases in the plurality of seller databases in response to the 
search query, the search results including product data associated with one or more 
products satisfying the search query, the directory operable to communicate the search 
results to the ysefr one or more buyers. 

10. (Currently Amended) The electronic commerce system d i r e ctory of Claim 
9, wherein the electronic commerce system d i r e ctory is operable to: 

receive a selection from the ysef one or more buyers of a product for which 
product data is included in the search results; and 

communicate address information associated with a seller database associated 
with a seller of the selected product, the seller database including product data for the 
selected product, the address information enabling the yser one or more buyers to 
communicate with the seller associated with the seller database to conduct a commerce 
transaction relating to the selected product. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating an electronic commerce 
transaction, the method comprising: 

providing a plurality of users buyers access to a global content directory for a 
distributed plurality of seller databases, each seller database b ei ng associated with a 
corresponding seller and distinct from other seller databases in the distributed plurality 
of seller databases, the global content directory comprising: 

a directory structure comprising a plurality of product classes organized m 
a h i erarchy, using a hierarchical object-oriented classification system, each product 
class categorizing a plurality of products and defining one or more attributes of the 
products categorized in the product class; 

one or more pointers associated with each product class in the plurality of 
product classes, each pointer identifying the seller database in the distributed plurality of 
seller databases in which product data enabling a product transaction is stored for 
products associated with the product class, the seller database identified by the pointer 
being associated with its corresponding seller and being distinct from the other seller 
databases in the distributed plurality of seller databases; and 

a search interface operable to communicate a search query for product 
data to the one or more seller databases identified by pointers associated with a 
selected product class, each seller database b ei ng associated with its corresponding 
seller and distinct from the other seller databases in the plurality of seller databases; 

receiving a selection of a product class from one of the plurality of buyers; a us e r; 

and 

in response to the selection of the product class by th e us e r, received from one 
of the plurality of buyers, communicating a search query for product data to one or more 
seller databases identified by one or more pointers associated with the selected product 
class. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 11, wherein the directory structure 
comprises a lightweight directory access protocol (LDAP) directory. 
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13. (Original) The method of Claim 11, wherein the directory structure is 
distributed between a plurality of computers. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 11, wherein the search interface 
communicates with the seller databases using the Internet. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein the search query comprises a 
structured query language (SQL) query. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein the search query 
includes one or more attributes of the class selected by the wsefr one or more buyers. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11, wherein the search query 
includes values for one or more desired product features specified from the usef7 one or 
more buyers. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
receiving search results from the one or more seller databases each associated 

with its corresponding seller and distinct from the other seller in the plurality of seller 
databases in response to the search query, the search results including product data 
associated with one or more products satisfying the search query; and 

communicating the search results to the ysefr one or more buyers. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 18, further comprising: 
receiving a selection from the user one or more buyers of a product for which 

product data is included in the search results; and 

communicating address information associated with a seller database associated 
with a seller of the selected product, the seller database including product data for the 
selected product, the address information enabling the yser one or more buyers to 
communicate with the seller associated with the seller database to conduct a commerce 
transaction relating to the selected product. 
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20. (Currently Amended) Software for facilitating an electronic commerce 
transaction, the G l oba l cont e nt d i r o ctory softwar e for a g l oba l cont e nt d i r e ctory for a 
d i str i but e d p l ural i ty of s elle r databas o s, e ach s elle r databas e b ei ng assoc i at e d w i th a 
corr e spond i ng se lle r and d i st i nct from other s e l le r databas e s i n th e d i str i but e d p l ural i ty 
of s elle r databas e s, th e g l oba l cont e nt d i r e ctory software embodied in a computer- 
readable medium and when executed operable to: 

provide a plurality of buyers access to a global content directory for a distributed 
plurality of seller databases, each seller database associated with a corresponding 
seller and distinct from other seller databases in the distributed plurality of seller 
databases: 

provide a directory structure comprising a plurality of product classes organized 
i n a h ie rarchy, using a hierarchical, obiect-oriented classification system, each product 
class categorizing a plurality of products and defining one or more attributes of the 
products categorized in the product class; 

provide one or more pointers associated with each product class in the plurality 
of product classes, each pointer identifying a seller database in a distributed plurality of 
seller databases in which product data enabling a product transaction is stored for 
products associated with the product class, the seller database identified by the pointer 
being associated with a corresponding seller and being distinct from the other seller 
databases in the distributed plurality of seller databases; 

provide a search interface operable to communicate a search guery for product 
data to the one or more seller databases identified by pointers associated with a 
selected product class, each seller database associated with its corresponding seller 
and distinct from the other seller databases in the plurality of seller databases; 

receive a selection of a product class from one of the plurality of buyers; a us e r; 

and 

in response to the selection of the product class by th e us e r, received from one 
of the plurality of buyers, communicate a search query for product data to one or more 
seller databases identified by one or more pointers associated with the selected product 
class, each seller database b ei ng associated with its corresponding seller and distinct 
from the other seller databases in the plurality of seller databases. 
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21. (Original) The software of Claim 20, wherein the directory structure 
comprises a lightweight directory access protocol (LDAP) directory. 

22. (Original) The software of Claim 20, wherein the directory structure is 
distributed between a plurality of computers. 

23. (Original) The software of Claim 20, wherein the software communicates 
with the seller databases using the Internet. 

24. (Original) The software of Claim 20, wherein the search query comprises 
a structured query language (SQL) query. 

25. (Currently Amended) The software of Claim 20, wherein the search 
query includes one or more attributes of the class selected by the us e r, one or more 
buyers. 

26. (Currently Amended) The software of Claim 20, wherein the search 
query includes values for one or more desired product features specified by the us e r. 
one or more buyers. 

27. (Currently Amended) The software of Claim 20, further operable to: 
receive search results from the one or more seller databases each associated 

with its corresponding seller and distinct from the other seller databases in the plurality 
of seller databases in response to the search query, the search results including product 
data associated with one or more products satisfying the search query; and 
communicate the search results to the ysefr one or more buyers. 



Amendment 
Attorney Docket No. 020431.0753 
Serial No. 09/745,978 
Page 8 



28. (Currently Amended) The software of Claim 27, further operable to: 
receive a selection from the yser one or more buyers of a product for which 
product data is included in the search results; and 

communicate, to the mefj one or more buyers, address information associated 
with a seller database associated with a seller of the selected product, the seller 
database including product data for the selected product, the address information 
enabling the ysef one or more buyers to communicate with the seller associated with 
the seller database to conduct a commerce transaction relating to the selected product. 
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